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(54) MASTICATION FREQUENCY DETECTOR 
(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a mastication 
frequency detector which does not require a signal 
processing circuit for judging mastication, can discriminate 
movement or hardness with mastication and the movement 
or hardness of a muscle generated by speaking from each 
other and can convert mastication operation directly to a 
signal. 

SOLUTION; This detector consists of an indenter supporting 
member for carrying an indenter of which the entirely 
entering depth is changed correspondingly to the change of 
the movement or hardness of the muscle generated by 
mastication in contact with a skin, an auxiliary displacement 
member to be given a braking torque in the direction of 
indenter displacement by a frictional member, an elastic body 
for elastically biasing the indenter supporting member in the 
direction of the indenter entering the skin entirely, a gap 
restricting body which restricts a gap between the indenter 
supporting member and the auxiliary displacement member in 
the direction of the indenter displacement and is fixed to the 

indenter supporting member or the auxiliary displacement member, and a contact member which is 
arranged at the mutually opposing sites of the upper surface of the indenter supporting member and 
the auxiliary displacement member to have functions to open/close an electric circuit. 
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